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About Minsk and Belarus 
 
CHERNE 2015 Workshop will take place in 
Minsk, Belarus. Republic of Belarus is a 
sovereign independent state situated in 
geographic centre of Europe, on the cross-
roads from east to west and from north to 
south. It borders on Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Ukraine and Russia. Belarus occupies 
the territory of 207.6 thousand square 
kilometers. Its present-day population is 
about 10 mln people. Official languages are 
Belarusian and Russian. Belarusians belong to 
the East Slavic ethnic group. The primary 
religion is Orthodox Christianity, the second 
most popular is Roman Catholicism. Belarus 
is a presidential republic; our currency is 
Belarusian ruble (BYR). Owing to its unique geographic position Belarus is the country 
with distinctive history and rich cultural heritage. 

Minsk is the capital of Belarus, an ancient and 
beautiful city with a population of over 2 mln 
people. It was first mentioned in chronicles in 11th 
century in 1067. Minsk stands on the Svisloch river 
in a picturesque place. The present-day city is 
almost entirely of new construction. The main 
reason of it is the fact that during the World 
War II Minsk was ruined to ashes almost entirely. 
So after World War II it was rebuild; nevertheless 

some historical buildings were maintained or restored according to initial drawings and 
photos. The city grew rapidly and now it is a major industrial, cultural, and educational 
center of Belarus. It is the city with broad streets and avenues, modern architecture, 
shady parks, and dynamic cultural life. 



Belarusian State University is the leading higher education establishment in the Republic 
of Belarus, it’s rapidly developing educational, scientific, and research complex. BSU is 
among 2% of best world universities. There are 17 faculties, 7 research institutes and 
centers in the structure of BSU. 
 
 
Sightseeing and Leisure in Minsk 
 
10 things one should do in Minsk 
 

1. Visit Nemiga 
 
The first place one should visit in Minsk is 
Nemiga – an ancient street, known from 12th 
century. It is historical center of the city with 
lots of picturesque places with Trinity Hill 
among them. Trinity Hill if a unique part of 
the old town with recollected atmosphere of 
the XIX century. 

 
 
 
2. See Churches and Cathedrals of Minsk 
 
  Holy Spirit Cathedral – central cathedral of the 
Belarusian Orthodox Church (1633-1642) 

 
 
 

 Cathedral of the Holy Name 
of Mary – a Roman 
Catholic baroque 
cathedral, the seat of the 
Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Minsk-
Mohilev (1710). 
 
 
 

 
 Church of Saints Simon and Helen – neo-Romanesque 
church, build in 1905-1910. It is also called Red Church 
because of the colour of the bricks. 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Walk along Independence avenue (Nezavisimosti Avenue) 
 

It is the main avenue of the city, 
and also it is the largest in the 
world group of buildings in 
“Stalin Empire Style”. The 
avenue starts from the 
Independence Square and has 
the length of about 15 km.  
The Independence Square is the 
central and the largest square in 
Minsk. Buildings of the House 
of the Government, Belarusian 
State University, Belarusian 
State Pedagogical University, 

hotel Minsk, shopping center Stolitsa, main Post Office, Lenin monument are situated 
there. 
The Palace of the Republic and zero kilometer mark are situated on the October Square.  
Going farther along the 
Independence avenue one can find 
Victory Circus and the Obelisk of 
Victory with the Eternal Fire. The 
Obelisk and the Eternal Fire were 
built in 1954 in honor of the soldiers 
of the Soviet Army and partisans of 
Belarus who gave their lives for 
liberation of Belarus from Fascist 
invaders. National Academy of 
Sciences is situated also in the 
Independence Avenue. 
 
 
4. Have a look at the National Library 

 
 
National Library is a modern building in the shape 
of diamond, which is situated in the end of the 
Independence Avenue. On the top of the building 
an observation area is located, where everyone can 
enjoy magnificent bird’s eye view of Minsk.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



5. Visit museums and theatres 
 
It is more than 20 museums in Minsk, 
so everyone can find something to his 
liking. Among the most famous 
theatres in Minsk are The National 
Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet 
Theatre of the Republic of Belarus, 
Belarusian State Academic Musical 
Theatre, Belarusian State Philharmonic, 
State Circus.  

 
 
The most famous museums are the National Art Museum of the 
Republic of Belarus, Belarusian National History Museum, 
Belarusian Great Patriotic War Museum, Belarusian Folk 
Architecture and Mode of Life Museum and many others. The 
National Art Museum is the largest collection of the Belarusian and 
foreign art within the country with almost 30 000 works of art both 
of national art and of art of the countries and nations of the world. 
Exposition of national works of art helps to get acquainted with 
Belarusian culture, history, prominent political and social figures of 
the past.  
 
 

 
 
6. Get acquainted with modern sport complexes 
 

Sport is of great importance in 
Belarus. Many new multifunctional 
complexes were built recently in 
Minsk, Minsk-Arena and 
Chyzhouka-Arena among them. 
The most popular sports in Belarus 
are ice hockey (in 2014 Belarus 
held Men’s World Ice Hockey 
Championship), tennis (Victoria 
Azarenka, World No. 1 ranking, 

2012 Olympic champion; Max Mirnyi, World No.1 doubles ranking, 2012 Olympic 
champion), biathlon (Darya Domracheva, three times 2014 Olympic champion, 2014-
2015 Biathlon World Cup overall winner). 
 
 
 
 



7. Walk in Minsk parks and gardens 
 
 
Among the largest Minsk parks are Central Botanic 
Garden, Gorky Park, Victory Park, which are 
favorite places both for Minsk citizens and guests. 
 
 
 
8. Taste Belarusian Cuisine 
 

The distinguishing characteristic of 
Belarusian Cuisine is a variety of dishes 
from potatoes, especially grated potatoes – 
draniki, kluski, kalduny; meat dishes – 
palyandvitsa, pork rinds; various soups. 
Traditional drinks are harelka (vodka), 
zubrowka (herb-flavored vodka), 
krambambula, mead, kvass, beer. 
Among the best restaurants in Minsk, 
where one can taste traditional Belarusian 
cuisine, are Rakauski Brovar, Vasil’ki, 
Zhuravinka. 

 
 
9. Visit shopping centers 
 
In Minsk shopping centers one can not only buy necessary things but excellently spend 
leisure-time. The best and the largest shopping centers are Stolitsa, Zamok, Galileo, 
Coolman.  
 
 
10. Enjoy Belarusian nature 
 
There are more than 3 000 rivers and 11 000 lakes in 
Belarus. A third of Belarus is under forest. The largest 
forests are called pushchas. The Byelovezhskaya 
Pushcha is famous for its aurochs (European bisons). 
 
 
 
 
 
There is urban excursion route “Minsk CITY TOUR” by double-decker bus. Duration 
of the trip is about two hours. The bus is equipped with an audio guide in 8 languages: 
Belarusian, Russian, English, German, French, Spanish, Italian and Chinese. The cost of 
the trip is about 15 Euro.   


